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IMEC has formed the Centre for
Advanced Learning in
Information Technologies
(CALIT) to provide a platform for
high-level events and training pro-
grams that focus on visionary and
interdisciplinary themes.
IMEC’s goal is to create an
authoritative international
school where executives, poli-
cy-makers, scientists and engi-
neers can meet to exchange
views on topics of future inter-
est to the global community.
CALIT is a new initiative from
IMEC’s Microelectronics Training
Centre and will create events and
courses - such as the one-day
visionary symposia,brainstorm
sessions and schools - in which
societal-relevancy and cross-disci-
plinary are central themes.
CALIT is structured for attendees
from around the world to lead
high-level discussions on specific
themes. IMEC launched its pilot
programme of events in 2004 to
examine the convergence
between nano- and biosciences.
Following a visionary seminar
and workshop,a summer course
was organised on biosensor tech-
nology for engineers.
The School has already planned
three events for 2005. The struc-
ture for these is a one-day sym-
posium, open to the community,
followed by a day during which
brainstorm meetings are held
with specially invited members.
The first symposium in May
addressed information security,
selected because of the rapid
evolution of ‘ambient intelli-
gence’ and ‘ubiquitous comput-
ing’ which allows minuscule
computers integration into
everyday objects.
The brainstorm meetings 
were then held in June. It was
followed by the heterogeneous
integration seminar to discuss
memory technologies for future
system design, and was also
followed by a brainstorm 
session.
The third symposium in
September address  convergence
of nanometer scale sciences and
the methods needed to bridge
the gap between man- made and
biological systems through nano-
technology.
Experts will discuss what can
be realistically expected from
convergence and how society
should prepare for the new
technology impact.
Web: www.imec.be/mtc/
CALIT.htm
CALIT's visionary and brain storming approach 
IMEC is to harness cross disciplinary, visionary brain storming. 
The Maine Technology
Institute board of directors
have approved some 19 seed
grants to technology compa-
nies across Maine, US. Over
$169,000 was awarded, lever-
aging over $210,000 from
other sources.
Thirteen of the 19 awards are
to new award winners.All of
the State’s designated technol-
ogy sectors are present.
Within the category of preci-
sion manufacturing two award
winners are BiODE Inc and
Maine Lighting Technologies.
BiODE Inc designs and manu-
factures viscometers which
employ acoustic sensing tech-
nology to provide both sample
and real-time measurements for
on-line and in-line process con-
trol.
The company was founded to
develop and market a new sen-
sor technology combining
solid-phase surface chemistries
and ultra-sensitive acoustic
devices.
With the award, the Westbrook
company will be demonstrating
the feasibility of new low-cost,
high volume ceramic packaging
for quartz based sensors.
Maine Lighting Technologies in
South Portland has a propri-
etary process to manufacture
products using solid state light
emitting diodes (LEDs).
It will prepare a manufactur-
ing plan that will be includ-
ed in a MTI Development
Award proposal.This is
designed to progress manu-
facturing from bench-top to
volume production and meet
existing and anticipated cus-
tomer demand.
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United Test and Assembly
Centre Ltd (UTAC) has 
entered into agreement with
nine China-based fabless 
companies to become their
preferred provider for test and
assembly services in Singapore
and Shanghai.
The semiconductor test and
assembly services provider
said the strategic alliance with
the chip design companies
complements its expansion
plan in China.The company
expects to become a major
force in the global semicon-
ductor market in the next 
few years.
Growth is particularly strong
for China-designed chips, with
China’s fabless sector set to
grow at a CAGR of 32%, more
than quadrupling from $288m
in 2003 to $1.2bn by 2008,
according to iSuppli research.
The companies in the strategic
alliance are Sanguine Micro-
electronics Corp, Chiphomer
Technology Ltd,Wearnes
Semiconductor, SourceCore
Technology Inc,Teralane
Semiconductor Ltd, Fremont
Micro Devices Ltd, LiteMagic
Ltd,Advanced Microsystems
Technology Ltd and Inspired
Motion Ltd.They are part of
Silicon Federation Inc (SFI), a
consortium of semiconductor
companies based in China.
The companies’ designs can be
found in chips made for a range
of uses including telecommuni-
cation, consumer electronics,
RFID, and graphic displays and
may be produced in advanced
configurations such as system-
on-chip (SoC).
Chips designed by the group
are in various stages of manu-
facturing -- ranging from proto-
typing to volume production.
UTAC preferred
T&A for fabless
China partners 
